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proximity to, or within population centers. This will create
a confused operational environment that is densely
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Human Terrain System Mission

('he U.S. Army Human Terrain
System functions as the
primary and enduring social
sciencebased human domain
research, analysis, and training
capabillity, focused on enabling
leaders to remain adaptive
when shaping current and
future complex strategic and
operational environments
which support Unified Action
Partners worldwide8 6

HTS.ARMY.MIL

HUMAN TERRAIN 5¥Y5TEM

Photo: http://pulitzercenter.org/slideshows/handingut-candy-and-kicking-down-doors

UNCLASSIFIED


http://pulitzercenter.org/slideshows/handing-out-candy-and-kicking-down-doors

Human Terrain & Social Science

Founded 2005/71J.S. Army program

Human Terrain Teams (HTTs)59 cross functional
groupz Social Scientist (), Research manager-(1
2), Human Terrain Analysts (field collectgrsand
Team Lead suppoit).S. & Coalition brigades RCTs
+ CONUS Research Reachback Center

Most HTS Social Scientists anthropologists, but alsc
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Social Network & Link Analysis, Gepacialanalysis,

qualitative reporting (depth interviews; participant
observation); gquantitative studies (polls, etc.)
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Social Science Challenges

How to determine which of the many variables are
playing the largest roles in the local context?

Ethnicity, sectarianism, civil disputes, blood feuds,
business tensions, gender, etc.

Semtor nonpermissive researcanvironment,access
to population, random sampling, lack of control
variables, avoiding coercion, safety of respondents

Historical methodologies strive to represent the
understanding from the perspective of key actors
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Two “"New"” Methodologies

“Places social variables into
context by seeking to understand the experience
of the local people. Builds trust, conveys interest
In who people are (their identities), their beliefs
and hopes

A useful tool for building an
enduring record, particularly in oral cultures, and
simultaneously deepenlng personal bonds with
Important leaders and learning more about their
core motivations.
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