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President Putin Orders Resumption of Combat Patrols 2007

70% of Russians Military Inventory to be modernised by 2020



Russia has circa 60 Tu-95s in the Fleet



24 April 2 TU-95 plus 2 MiG-31 Intercepted by RAF Typhoons

RAF Intercepts running at an average of one per month since 2009
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9 Modernised Tu-95MS and 9 TU-22M3 Delivered in 2014
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Year Intercepts

2012 4

2013 47

2014 150

Finnish Air Incursions 5 in 2014: 2 so far in 2015



5 Incursions into Finland in 2014; 2 so far in 2015





Increased Air Activity over the Baltic

Gulf of Finland: 12 December Russian Aviation Tu-95, Tu-22M, Su-34, Su-27, Su-24 & MiG-31

Russia has more than 50 Su-34 operational at Arctic Air Bases Su-34 First on Exercise in Barents Sea: June 2014

Another 10 Su-34 to be delivered this year
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Deterrent Effect of Air Power

Operation Atlantic Resolve
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No Current Plans to Deploy the F-22 to the Baltics



Engels Air Force Base

We need to ensure a military presence in the western Atlantic and eastern Pacific (as well as) the waters of the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico”
Russian Defence Minister Sergey Shoygu; November 2014

2 of 6 recent accidents involved a Tu-95



First Flight of Tu-95 Bear 12 November 1952

First Flight of B-52 15th April 1952

Some parallels with the V-Force
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TU-142: Major  Equipment Modernisation programme underway on 20 ASW platforms

20 Variants of the Tu-95

Tu-95V Dropped the largest ever nuclear device in an atmospheric test



Circa 20 IL-78 Midas Tankers

The Japanese Dimension

2003: 24 Intercepts
2013: 359 Intercepts



Ukrayinka Air Base

Regular Snap Drills



18 Hour Flights; ending up with a launch of six cruise missiles Intercepts by USAF off Alaska & California



Russia looking to Venezuela, Nicaragua and Cuba as refuelling sites



3 per year from 2023

20-22 Engines per year from 2017

Global Power Projection
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Working in conjunction with new ‘unmanned radar stations in the Arctic

Russian Concerns about US Prompt Global Strike Doctrine



Year Intercepts Russian Aircraft

2006 13 14

2007 47 48

2008 32 87

2009 38 77

2010 36 37

2011 34 48

2012 41 71

2013 41 58

2014 43 69

The High Arctic: Norwegian Air Force Intercepts

Mid 1980s’ Norway was intercepting 500-600 Russian Flights per Year

NATO Scrambled over 400 times in 2014; more than twice 2013 totalIts not just the numbers; modern types, new capabilities

More defined strike packages



October 29th 2014 Norway







Modernisation of the Russian Air Force

MiG-31

How is Russia going to react to Oil Price Fluctuation?

142 New Fixed Wing Aircraft in 2014 

135 Rotary Wing 2014



30 7th Aril 2015: Su-27 Intercepts a USAF RC-135U 

Over the Baltic Sea
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